
CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

March 12
Fashion Event

March 21
World Down Syndrome Day

April 2
Autism Awareness Day

May 7
Arkansan of the Year

May 15-17
Greek Food Festival

September 19
Walk With Me

September 21
Drives for Disabilities

October
Disability Awareness Month

November
Art & Soul – Date TBD

December 1
Giving Tuesday

December 3
International People With 
Disabilities Day

Visit eastersealsar.com for 
event updates

In 2004, The Grand Prairie Child 
Development Center in Stuttgart 
was founded, offering pre-K 
special education and therapy. 
In January 2013, the Center for 
Training & Wellness opened, and doubled 
the number of people served by the adult 
services division. From 2000-2013 Easterseals 
opened four HUD-funded apartments making 
a total to 59 apartment units for people with 
disabilities. We also expanded our job training 
by offering education and training at UA Little 
Rock and a high school transition program 
that works with 
several Arkansas 
school systems.

1966

In 1966, the Easterseals 
Rehabilitation Center 
on Lee Avenue opened, 
replacing the Jacksonville 
Convalescent Center. The 
new center housed an 
inpatient rehabilitation 
center for children, the 
Sheltered Workshop for adults, administrative 
offices, occupational and physical therapy 
departments, kindergarten and schoolrooms. 
During that same time, the Easter “Seal” was 
such a well-recognized campaign that the 
organization formally changed its name to 
Easterseals 
across the 
nation.

In 1988 the adult services 
division relocated to a 
newly renovated building in 
west Little Rock (a former 
skating rink). Two years 
later, the Butler Adult Living 
Center, a ten-bed living 
facility for people with 
developmental disabilities, 
opened on the same campus. In 1994 the 
Outpatient Services Facility was opened on 
Woodland Heights Road, establishing a new 
corporate office for Easterseals Arkansas. 
Four years later, the Children’s Rehabilitation 
Center was built 
next door.

1944

Easterseals Arkansas offers help, hope and answers to 
over 20,000 people each year. We continue to live out our 
mission to empower children and adults with disabilities 
to live, learn, work and play in their communities.

On September 1, 1944 
Easterseals founder, 
Virginia Armistead, and a 
group of volunteers began 
the “Arkansas Association 
for the Crippled” to 
provide education 
services to children in 
hospitals and to children 
who were homebound 
due to their disabilities. In 
1947, those early volunteers stretched their 
vision further and opened the first inpatient 
”Convalescent Hospital” in a barracks at the 
Jacksonville 
air base.    

Today

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS OF SERVICE
Annual Report and Newsletter

1980s - 1990s
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	 Easterseals Arkansas is proud 
to celebrate its 75th anniversa-
ry this year. For more than 75 
years, we have been providing 
exceptional services to empow-
er children and adults with dis-
abilities to live, learn, work and 
play in their communities. 
	 Easterseals has come along 
way since 1944 when founder 
Virginia Armistead and a group of 
volunteers began the “Arkansas 
Association for the Crippled.” In 
1966, the Easterseals Rehabili-
tation Center opened on Lee Av-
enue, which housed an inpatient 
rehabilitation center for children, 

the Sheltered Workshop for 
adults and therapy and school 
rooms. The 1980s and ’90s saw 
the expansion of adult services, 
and in 1994, the Outpatient Ser-
vices Facility was opened on 
Woodland Heights Road. When 
the Center for Training & Well-
ness opened in 2013, it replaced 
the former adult services build-
ing and doubled the number of 
people served by the program.
	 From 2000-2013, Easterseals 
opened four HUD-funded apart-
ment complexes, creating a 
total of 59 apartment units for 
people with disabilities. In the 

Celebrating 75 Years of Service in Arkansas

Our 75th anniversary celebration kicked off at Two Rivers Park in September with a special bridge lighting in our Easterseals orange.
past few years, we have ex-
panded our job training and 
placement services by offering 
post-secondary education and 
training at UA Little Rock and a 
high school transition program 
that operates in several Arkan-
sas school systems.
	 Today, we continue to offer                  
help, hope and answers to 
nearly 20,000 people each year. 
The purpose of Easterseals Ar-
kansas is to change the way the 
world views and defines disabil-
ities by making profound, posi-
tive differences in people’s lives 
every day.

Make a gift in honor of our 75 years in Arkansas at EastersealsAR.com/75
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L E G A C Y
T E R M I T E  &  P E S T  C O N T R O L ,  I N C .

HEALTH INSURANCE

Easterseals Arkansas Board 
of Directors has hired Ron 
Ekstrand as its new President 
and CEO. Ron brings more 
than 30 years of professional 
work experience to this role 
– including 10 years working 
as an executive leader within 
the Easterseals movement. 
	 Ron served for two years as 
the Senior Vice President of 
Network Advancement and Af-
filiate Relations at the national 
Easterseals office in Chicago. 
During that tenure, he served 
as interim CEO for five months 
while the national board restruc-
tured and conducted a nation-
wide search for a new CEO.

Prior to joining the Eas-
terseals national office, Ron 
worked eight years at the af-
filiate level of Easterseals. He 
spent four of those years as the 
CEO of TouchPoint Autism Ser-
vices, the largest provider of au-

tism services in Missouri. In that 
role, he led a turnaround of the 
financially distressed organiza-
tion, a name change/rebrand-
ing from the “Judevine Center 
for Autism,” mergers with two 
other nonprofits and affiliation 
with Easterseals to help cre-
ate the organization now known 
as Easterseals Midwest. He 
served as President and Chief 

Operating Officer of Easterseals 
Midwest for four more years.     

Ron’s life partner, Deanna 
Lewis, currently serves as the 
CEO of Easterseals South Car-
olina. Between them, they have 
nine children and three grand-
children. For fun, they enjoy hik-
ing, cooking together, tailgating 
and spending time with family 
and friends.

Easterseals Arkansas Welcomes Ekstrand as President & CEO

Century 21 Legacy Realty
Epsilon Sigma Alpha

Friday, Eldredge & Clark
TCPrint Solutions

CORPORATE PARTNERS Easterseals Arkansas
2020 Board of Directors

Dr. James Hunt, Chair
Chris Johnson, Vice-Chair

John Lawlor, Secretary
George Cole, Treasurer

Scott Copas
Michael Desselle
Rick Fleetwood
Shawn Grotte

Angela Harrison-King
Jay Heflin
Jim Irwin

W. Brock Martin
Matt McClendon
Richard Parker

Ben Ridings
Tiffany Robinson

Lisenne Rockefeller
Wendy See

Warren Simpson
Jay Taylor

Gus M. Vratsinas 

Ron Ekstrand, President & CEO
Gov. Asa Hutchinson, Honorary Chairman



2018-2019 Financials

Number of People Served

4

Support:
  Contributions and Special Events

Revenue:
  Fees for Services and Program Contracts
  Rental and Other Income

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUE

Expenses:

Program Services:
  Children’s Services
  Adult Services
    Total Program Services

Support Services:
  Management and General
  Fundraising
    Total Support Services

TOTAL EXPENSES

$1,361,422

 $22,839,802
      $959,087

$25,160,311

$11,338,745
  $10,131,993
$21,470,738

$1,894,036
$583,383

$2,477,419

$23,948,157

Combined statement of support, revenue and expenses for the year ending June 30, 2019

89.66% - Programs & Services
7.9% - Management & General
2.44% - Fundraising  

89.66 %

Children’s Services:
  Outpatient Therapy and Infant Monitoring
  Inpatient Children’s Rehabilitation
  Little Rock Preschool
  Grand Prairie Preschool
  Academy at Riverdale
  Outreach: Student Consultations

Adult Services:
  Butler Adult Living Center
  Adult Day Development Program
  Vocational/Employment Program
  Home and Community Based Waiver Services
  Armistead Village
  Harold Court
  Wilson Court
  Wilson Court II
  Adult Therapy
  ACCE
  SET for Success

Support Services
  Outreach Training
  Training: Staff/Persons Served
  Information and Referral Service
  Equipment Loan
  Parent Consultations
  Faculty/Staff Consultations

798
  203

  51
 84
  41
44

375

768
  11

  184
  67

 186
  19
15 
 15
  16
130

28
97

22,300
1,642
2,736
8,517

171
3,382
5,852



Donors
Inspiration
Roy and Christine Sturgis Charitable and 
Educational Trust
The Hussman Foundation

Independence
Dillard’s, Inc.
Harriet and Warren Stephens, Stephens Inc.
Mandy And Bill Dillard Charitable Foundation
Suzanne and Matthew McClendon
Snell Prosthetics & Orthotics
Welsco, Inc.

Empowerment
Bailey Construction & Consulting
Baldwin & Shell Construction
Bank OZK
Blue Cross Blue Shield
Mr. & Mrs. Preston Butcher
BXS Insurance
Mr. and Mrs. William P. Carlton
Mr. and Mrs. Claiborne P. Deming
Mrs. Cynthia A. East
Entergy Arkansas
Eric Scott Bottin Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Harry C. Erwin, III
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Hartz
iProv
Murphy Oil Corporation
Murphy USA
Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Parker
QualChoice Health Insurance
Resolute Forest Products
Mrs. Lisenne Rockefeller
Stephens Group, LLC
The EMWIGA Foundation
The McLarty Companies
Windstream

Opportunity
A Child’s Place Preschool PTA
Adeline A. Hais Dvorak Living Trust
Alianza, Inc.
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church
Arkansas Children’s Hospital

Arkansas Community Foundation
BKD
Business World
Century 21 Legacy Realty
CHI St. Vincent
Robert Connor
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Copas
Delta Dental of Arkansas
ESAB Welding
Friday, Eldredge & Clark
Gene and Jerry Jones Family Foundation
George H. Dunklin, Jr. Charitable Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Rush Harding, III
Heflin Family Foundation
Wes Ivory
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Johnson
Landmark PLC, Certified Public Accountants
Legacy Termite and Pest Control, Inc
Little Rock Church of Christ Jesus
Miller Electric Manufacturing Company
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Murphy, III
Mr. and Mrs. Sheffield Nelson
ORS Nasco
Pettus Office Interiors
Steven Read
RebeccaRice & Associates, LLC
Riceland Foods Foundation
Mr. William Rockefeller
Sage Partners
Ms. Wendy W. See
SHI International Corp
Simmons Bank
Dr. and Mrs. Leslie G. Smith
Sysco Food Services
US Bank
Mr. Gus M. Vratsinas
Walmart Foundation
Walthour Trust
Alfred Williams & Elaine Eubank
ZCorum
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Dignity
Lindsey W. Allen
Arkansas Learns
AT&T
Baptist Health
BB&T
Mrs. Christina Bell
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Brothers
Bylites, Inc.
C.B. Foundation
CENTURY 21 Greater Arkansas 
Broker Council, Inc.
Clark Contractors, LLC
Colliers International
CTR, Inc.
Mr. Drew Dees
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Doolittle
Mr. James T. Dyke
Mr. Merritt P. Dyke
First Security Bank - Cantrell West
Mr. Rick Fleetwood
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Fletcher
FUJIFILM
Ms. Candra G. Greise
Angela and Petey King
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hodges
Holiday Inn Express & Suites
Hunt Ventures, LLC
Iberia Wealth Advisors
IBERIABANK
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Irwin
J.P. Morgan Chase
Mr. Donald T. Jack, Jr.
Patricia S. Jones
The Very Rev. Christoph Keller, III
Jim & Judy Life
Lincoln Electric
Little Rock Marriott
LTD Marketing Advisors
McGeorge Contracting Company, Inc.
Susan Miller
Muses
Orion Capital Partners, LLC
Pleasant Ridge Town Center

Donors (Continued)
Regions Bank
Sara Lay Copas Trust
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Simpson, III
Southwest Power Pool, Inc.
Tanarah Luxe Floral
TCPrint Solutions
Tim and Peggy Farrell
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Tucker
US Stations, LLC
Williams & Anderson PLC
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Wilson

Ability
Amtec Welding Products, Inc.
Aon Corporation
ARC One
Arkansas Diagnostic Center
Arkansas Labs
Mr. and Mrs. Jess L. Askew, III
Associated Equipment Company Inc.
ATC Scientific
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Atkins
Marilyn Augur
B.Barnett
Bank of America-Little Rock
Barakat Bespoke
Barbara Jean Ltd.
Mr. and Mrs. Mac A. Bell
Mr. and Mrs. Clay Bentley
Richard Bertero
Wesley Buchman
Business World Employees
Cardinal Health Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Carter
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Cearley
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Ronnie L. Clark
Clay Murphy LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Rogers Cockrill
Mr. and Mrs. George Cole
Mr. Jim Couch
Karen Craig
Cromwell Architects Engineers, Inc.
Martha Crowder
Cryogenic Industries
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Denery
Desselle Real Estate
J. Duke & Company
Edward Jones-Amy Byford
Ms. Jane English
Mr. Ken Estes
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Eubanks
Rosa Mae Evans
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Flake
Foundation Resource Management
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Fowler
Mrs. Sarah Fuller
Gas Cylinder Services
Gas Innovations
Greenleaf Holdings, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth A. Gunderman
Mr. and Mrs. Jay M. Heflin
Mr. and Mrs. Herren C. 
  Hickingbotham
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Holmes
Mrs. Barbara R. Hoover
Dr. and Mrs. James E. Hunt, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Walter E. Hussman, Jr.
HyperTherm
Indigo
Insight Risk Management LLC
Inweld
Mr. and Mrs. Arnie Jochums
Dr. M. B. Johnson
Johnson & Johnson Family
JTS Financial Services
KATV Channel 7
James Kenan
Mr. and Mrs. Danny Kennedy
Mr. and Mrs. Charles G. Keyes
Kitchen and Bath Concepts
Knights of Columbus - Slovak, AR
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew G. Kumpuris
Kutak Rock, LLP
Mr. and Mrs. Rex Kyle
Mrs. Frances C. Lanari
Neils Larsen
Mary Ann Lassiter
Mr. & Mrs. John Lawlor
Middleton Heat & Air
Mr. James Minor
MNB
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Moore
Morris Multimedia, Inc.
Mr. Wicks Inc.
Clint Murchison
Ms. Cindy Nash
Netcracker Technology
Newmark Moses Tucker Partners
NexAir, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. A. Wyckliff Nisbet
Norris Cylinder Company
Mr. and Mrs. George R. O’Connor
Ms. Norma L. Oliver
Catherine Payne
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene M. Pfeifer, III
PhRMA
Mr. Paul Rainwater
Ms. Tracey Rancifer

6 If you would like more information about including Easterseals Arkansas in your will or living trust 
contact Easterseals Development Department at (501) 227-3700.



Donors (Continued)

Ms. Carol H. Rasco
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Rasco
Rasco Winter Thomas Group
Raymond James
REEMA Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Adam Reid
Jacqueline Retzer
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Roberson
Roberson’s Fine Jewelry
Mr. and Mrs. Darrell Robinson
Mrs. Tiffany Robinson
Mr. and Mrs. Winthrop Rockefeller, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Rogers
Saint-Gobain Abrasives, Inc.
Sandra Sanders
Dr. Kenneth M. Sauer
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Sava
Scarlet
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick T. Schueck
Scott’s Gas & Oil
Silks A Bloom
Mrs. Cydney Smith
Mr. Robert A. Smith
Mrs. Lynda B. Sorrells
SP Environmental
Spoonbill Kennels
Steamroller Blues
Stephen’s Piano Shop
Strategic Technologies Corporation
Mr. Jay Taylor
The Showroom
Tillman
Mrs. Janna C. Toland
Uniti
Tom VanVeckhoven
Vestcom International
Mr. Bill Vickery
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Warren
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Watkins
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin M. Wilcox
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Wilkerson
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Williams
Mr. Edward K. Willis
Ms. Linda Womble
Worthington Cylinder Corporation
Wright, Lindsey & Jennings LLP
Mrs. Karen Yezzi
Mrs. Darlene Yohe
Mr. and Mrs. Preston Young

Friends
Ally Financial
Amanda Kella Art
Arkamedia, LLC
Arkansas Beef Council
Arkansas Health Care Association
Arkansas Ostomy Inc.
Arkansas State Council ESA
Mrs. Kay Arnold
Ms. Ashley Atkins
Kaye and Marvin Baden

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Bennett
Bethea Bros. Drug Co.
William Birch
JR Bizzell
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Blank, Jr.
Cindy Boyle
Ms. Phyllis Brandon
Thomas Braswell
Judge and Mrs. Robert L. Brown
Brownlie & Braden Advisors, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Burgess
Chipotle Mexican Grill
Mrs. Stuart Cobb
Howard Cockrill
Andrew Collins
Jan Collins
Mrs. Sandra Combs
Cyl-Tec, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Mark C. Doramus
Shaun Elliott
Encompass Financial Partners
ESA - Alpha Xi
ESA - Beta Omicron 3701
ESA - Delta Nu Chapter 5500
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Faulkner
Sara A. Felton
Mrs. Karen E. Flake
Dr. and Mrs. Barry Ford
Mr. Les Galusha
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Gammill, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Greer
Tim Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. Jorge Gutierrez
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Harrison
Mr. Arthur P. Hart
Healing Hemp of Arkansas
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Heflin
Higginbotham Family Dental
Mr. William Holden
Mr. Allen Homra
Jay Horton
Hoskyn Enterprises, Inc.
Judith Hussman
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Johnson
Ms. Glin Jones
Dr. and Mrs. John C. Jones
Mrs. Sissy Jones
Jones & Son Fine Jewelry
Mr. and Mrs. Adam S. Kohler
KRB Properties
Mr. Joseph A. Lambert
Nat Lea
Sen. Blanche and Dr. Stephen Lincoln
Little Rock Retired Teachers Club
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Martin
RJ Martino
David McGoldrick
Merrill Lynch & Co.
Mr. and Mrs. Mark W. Millsap
Dr. and Mrs. George K. Mitchell
MK Morse
Mrs. Sara Cate Moery
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Moll
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Charles Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Murphy, III
Dr. Larry A. Nafe
Dr. and Dr. Duong Nguyen
Ms. Valerie Pearsall
Pleasant Valley Country Club
Porter Seed Cleaning, Inc.
Mr. Jim Rasco
Rich Sales, Inc.
Mrs. Mallory N. Rogers
Mr. Kevin M. Scanlon
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Scott
Dr. and Mrs. Steven I. Sherman
Shield HealthCare
Stanley Sims
Mr. and Mrs. Griffin Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Terry M. Smith
Dr. and Mrs. Barry Sorrells
Mr. James B. Speed, III
Bethany Splawn
Mrs. Katherine Stephens
Stuttgart Rotary Club
Mr. Suketu Surti
Mr. Bruce Swenson
Taziki’s Mediterranean Cafe
The Financial Centre Corporation
The Hatcher Agency
The Toggery
Mr. Rodney Thomason
Mr. and Mrs. Scott C. Trotter
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Turner
Jenny Turner
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Turner
UBS Financial Services, Inc.
Warren Underwood
Bronson Van Wyck
Mr. and Mrs. Cody Waits
Mr. and Mrs. Clay Waliski
Gladys Whitney
Mr. Thomas H. Whitney, Jr.
Karyn Wisener
Dr. Terry Yamauchi
Yellow Rocket Concepts



PAID

taking on disability together
3920 Woodland Heights Road

Little Rock, AR 72212

Find out more at EastersealsAR.com

The mission of Easterseals Arkansas 
is to provide exceptional services to 

empower children and adults with 
disabilities to live, learn, work and 

play in their communities.

JACKSON 
Grand Prairie Child 

Development 
Center

VALERIE 
Little Rock 

Developmental 
Preschool

In Memory of 
HARRISON 

Outpatient Therapy

JESSICA 
Academy at 

Riverdale

ANIYA 
Children’s 

Rehabilitation 
Center

CHARLEE
Community 

Services

EDWARD 
Bulter Adult Living 

Center

MARCUS 
SET for Success 

& ACCE

MIRACLE 
Center for Training 

& Wellness

MICHAEL 
Community Living 

2020 EASTERSEALS ARKANSAS REPRESENTATIVES


